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admired the skill of the master gunner, Oliver, and of
Robert Winter, or Wintery. The last-named was able
to shoot an arrow twice as far as any Patagonian. But
these pleasant relations were unfortunately interrupted by
the arrival of two old men, who seemed to view the Eng-
lish with great suspicion. On an occasion when Winter
was going to give an exhibition of his skill in archery the
string of his bow broke. Suddenly the dispositions of
the Patagonians changed, partly under the inspiration
of the two old men; and when the English party turned
to go back to their boats, the Patagonians discharged
arrows at them, especially aiming at Robert Winter,
whom they shot with an arrow through the lungs; while
Oliver, the master gunner, whose fowlingpiece would
not take fire on account of the powder being damp, was
shot through the heart. The whole of the English party
might have been killed, had not Drake arranged those that
had shields in front to cover such as had only swords or
billhooks. Thus they stayed whilst the Patagonians shot
at them fruitlessly till all their arrows but one was spent
When this came about, Drake took the fowlingpiece in
hand, and, priming it anew, aimed at the man who had
first begun the quarrel. The charge struck him in the
stomach and disembowelled him. The poor wretch died
in great torment, uttering cries as terrible "as if ten bulls
had joined together in roaring", so that all his companions
fled in horror, and the Englishmen reached their boat.
Having seen to the manning of this, they returned to fetch
their dead comrade, and found him with an arrow thrust
deep into one of his eyes and part of his clothing removed.
Robert Winter having died from his wounds, he and
Oliver were given solemn burial in one grave. But a
far greater danger than a skirmish with the natives now